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Gedatsu Kongo’s
Thought for the Month

“Regardless of any human suffering,
when one lives with gratitude, one
can attain true peace of mind and

spiritual enlightenment.”

Life is full of its ups and
downs. No matter how sincerely we
pray, we may sometimes experience
pains and sorrows. We may feel very
sorry for ourselves and think, “I
worked so hard. Why me?”

In those moments, being
deeply aware that we are alive — that
our heart still beats — may awaken us
to life. Thisis the power of faith.

As humans, we tend to think
of our own convenience. When
things go smoothly, we are happy.
But when things do not work out as
we expect, we suffer and complain.
However, we should realize that,
despite life’s hardships, we are
allowed to exist by God. This means
that God love us unconditionally.

If we remember this, we will
never lose hope to live and will have
the strength to overcome hardships.

SEPTEMBER 2018

Dear Reverend: “How can | get my

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

Sat 1
Sun 2
Tue 4
Sun 9
Sun 16
Sun 23
Sun 30

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

9:30 am
9:30 am

10:00 am
1:00 pm
9:30 am

Preparation for Fall Festival

138 Fall Grand Festival

Memorial Tower Service / Saito Goma Service
Church Closed (in lieu of Labor Day)

“Never Forgotten” Memorial Service

San Jose Branch Kanshakai Service
Appreciation Service / Higan Service
Sacramento Regional Board Meeting

Church Closed

Sun 2
Tue 4
Sun 9
Sun 16
Sun 23
Sun 30

10:00 am
10:00 am

10:00 am

Fall Grand Festival (in Sacramento)

Church Closed (in lieu of Labor Day)

“Never Forgotten” Memorial Service
Appreciation Service (Japanese & English)
Higan Service

English Appreciation Service / Ajikan Meditation
“Life in Your 20s” / L.A. Regional Board Mtg.
Church Closed

OCTOBER 2018

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

Sat-Sun 6-7

Tue 9

Sun 14 9:30am
Sat 20 8:00am
Sun 21 1:00 pm
Sun 28 9:30am

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Church Closed for Festival at L.A. Church
Church Closed (in lieu of Columbus Day)
Appreciation Service

“Never Forgotten” Memorial Service
Trip to Apple Hill (TBD)

San Jose Branch Kanshakai Service
Appreciation Service / All Souls Service
Sacramento Regional Board Meeting

Sat 6 1lam-6pm Autumn Moon Festival
Sun 7 11lam-5pm Autumn Moon Festival

Tue 9

Sun 14 10:00 am
Sun 21 10:00 am

Sun 28 10:00 am

Church Closed (in lieu of Columbus Day)

“Never Forgotten” Memorial Service
Appreciation Service (Japanese & English)
Ujigami Service

English Appreciation Service / Ajikan Meditation
“Life in Your 20s” / L.A. Regional Board Mtg




NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

September “Never Forgotten”
Memorial Services

“Never Forgotten” Memorial Services are held monthly at

the Gedatsu Church to honor the memory of those who
have passed away during that particular month. People

of all faiths are welcome, so invite your friends and family

members to attend. Even if you are unable to attend,
you may still honor the soul of a loved one.

The Sacramento Church will hold its “Never Forgotten”
Memorial Service on Sunday, September 9, at 10 a.m.,
honoring the souls of Jeffrey Tellez, Robert Katsumi
Fukushima, Soichi Nakatani, Masako Sakamoto Tagawa,
Shigetaro Kino, Tetsuo Yomogida, Linda Carol Kashiwagi
and Glenn Shuji Hatae.

The Los Angeles Church will hold its “Never Forgotten”
Memorial Service on Sunday, September 9, at 10 a.m.,
honoring the souls of Wai Choy Chang, David H. Dyson,
Jr., Kazuko Endo, Ann M. Ghazarians, Nancy Kikuchi,
Misako Kobata, Liam Mikael Kowal, Isao Kumashiro,
Sayo Kumashiro, Hitoshi Matsumoto, Yasuko
Matsumoto, Frank S. Miyamura, Nancy Mizuki, Charles
Migiwa Nishi, Rod Tetsuya Nomura, Jacobus Johannes
Reckers, Ruth Muriel Reckers, Kiyoshi George Sakuma,
John Takeshi Sangen, Yuri T. Sangen, Setsu Shiroishi,
Yoshio Fred Shoga, Himeko Tanji, Itsuya Frank Tanji and
Moto Tanji.

XQ'}Z Fall Grand Festival — Sunday, September 2
The 138" Grand Festival will be held at the Gedatsu
Spiritual Center in Sacramento on Sunday, September 2,
from 9:30 a.m. The Festival program will include the

Memorial Tower Enshrinement and Saito Goma Fire
Ceremony.

2018 Memorial Tower Enshrinements

The following souls will be enshrined in the Memorial
Tower in Sacramento at the Fall Festival: Richard Orville
Aadland, Migiwa Nishi, Teiichiro Noritake, Miyoko
Okimura, Joe L. Sanchez, Dennis Koichi Toguchi and
Noriko Yoshihara.

Manbu Kuyo Applications Due

September 3 is the deadline to apply for the Manbu Kuyo
service in Japan. Application forms are available at your
branch church.

Autumn Moon Festival — L.A. Church
Saturday, October 6 — 11 am to 6 pm
Sunday, October 7 - 11 am to 5 pm
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Poster design by John Hayashi

The L.A. Church’s annual celebration and fundraiser will
be held on Saturday and Sunday, October 6 and 7. Open
to the public, the event features ethnic foods — including
the church’s famous huli-huli teriyaki chicken, chow mein,
sushi, fried wonton and other culinary favorites — as well
as a farmers’ market, cultural demonstrations,
entertainment and guided tours of the church.

Raffle Tickets Now on Sale

Please support the event by volunteering your time,
encouraging family and friends to attend, providing
donations and purchasing raffle tickets for great prizes.

Obituary

The Sacramento Spiritual Center sadly reports the
passing of Steven Nakatani, who passed away on July 13
at the age of 47. Steven was the son of long-time
members Roy and Ritsuko Nakatani and the younger
brother of Debra and Thomas.
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AROUND OUR CHURCH

L.A. Church Honors Its Graduates

Five young graduates were honored in July by the L.A. Gedatsu Church. In a special program
sponsored by the L.A. Sunday School, each graduate received a congratulatory certificate and
ribbon lei. Congratulations, graduates!

At left, Kady Hirayama (with lei) with, from left, her mother, Janet Hirayama, and sisters,
Kayla and Carolann.

Ryann Young, age 11, graduated from 6 grade and will be going to Wildwood School in the fall. She enjoys
playing basketball, piano, reading, spending time with family and friends and cuddling with her dog, Dolly.
Parents: Patrick and Wendy Young. Grandparents: Howard and Carole Tsujimura.

Gavin Tsujimura (photo not available), age 13, graduated from 8™ grade and will attend San Pedro High School. On the Honor

Roll, he enjoys playing sports and video games and eating breakfast. Parents: Todd Tsujimura and Sonya Lowe. Grandparents:
Howard and Carole Tsujimura.

Andrew Shaklan, age 14. Graduated from 8" grade and will be attending La Canada High School. On the Honor
Roll and placed first in robotics competition. He enjoys playing video games, baseball, golf, hanging out with his
family, as well politics and sports. Parents: Stuart and Pam Shaklan. Grandparents: Rudy and Arlene Tsujimura.

Kady Kimiko Hirayama (pictured above), age 18, graduated from high school and will be entering Otis School of Art and Design
next spring, pursuing a career in animation. She enjoys drawing, playing video games, knitting and sewing. Parent: Janet
Hirayama. Grandparents: Mitsuji and Minaye Okada.

Jonathan Shaklan, age 18, graduated from high school and will enter Chapman University in the fall with plans
to study Business. Received 2018 MVP and All League award. He enjoys playing baseball and golf, hanging out
with friends and eating. Parents: Stuart and Pam Shaklan. Grandparents: Rudy and Arlene Tsujimura.

- EReaT T PR 8\
A new structure has been erected on the Goreichi grounds of the Gedatsu Spiritual
Center in Sacramento. A durable storage unit now protects and secures the Center’s
power mowers and other equipment and machinery. The 12x24 wooden shed,
conveniently located adjacent to the barbecue and refrigeration area, was constucted
from a kit by members John Horner and Scott Taketa. The area was graded, tarped
and spread with gravel (above left), before the wooden flooring was installed.

Sacramento members, led by
Sr. Rev. Sebe and Rev.
Yamada, performed the
annual Joen-no-gi plaque

The project was made possible by a generous donation from Sr. Rev. Sebe, whose gift burning ceremony. Old kuyo
also includes the purchase of a new commercial riding mower to maintain the Goreichi plaques and stupas were
grounds. “I have been blessed by the guidance of Gedatsu Kongo and the Universal gathered and burned while
Life Force,” says Rev. Sebe. “This is a token of my appreciation to Gedatsu.” members offered prayers.
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AROUND OUR CHURCH

Gedatsu Summer Youth Camp 2018 — Fun, Faith and Friendship

Seven Gedatsu teens and young adults from northern and southern California came together in late July at the Sacramento
Spiritual Center for the Gedatsu Summer Youth Camp — four days of fun, faith and friendship-building. They included
sisters Carolann (25), Kady (18) and Kayla (15) Hirayama from Los Angeles; James Akashi (16) from San Francisco; and
siblings Christopher (24) and Courtney (19) Ide and Vivian McSwain (12) from Sacramento. They bonded over a variety of
experiences designed to deepen their appreciation for the Universal Life Force and the blessings of Nature.

Despite sweltering temperatures, the campers enjoyed everything from a river-rafting adventure, a variety of indoor and
outdoor games, delicious well-prepared meals (including a trip to the local ice cream parlor and a somen bridge lunch), a
tree-planting activity to commemorate their camp experience, and morning and evening prayers led by the campers
themselves. They also participated in faith discussions with Youth Minister Naoya Okano, learned about appreciating and
conserving natural resources, and enjoyed a talk by Sr. Deacon Jackson Ito about Benzaiten on Mars.

“The camaraderie and companionship that grew over the four days was remarkable,” said San Francisco member Pauline
Tomita, who planned and organized the Camp. “Hearing the kids laugh and seeing them smile was so rewarding.” Many
thanks to the following individuals for their contributions to the successful event: Reverends Okano, Sebe and Yamada;
Sr. Deacon Jackson Ito, Alaric Akashi, Janet Hirayama and Yoko Yamada.
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DEAR REVEREND

OUR GEDATSU STUDY

There is a constant battle of wills between my
Q children and me, especially about rules, doing
homework and bedtimes. What can | do?

A Gedatsu Kongo said, “If you tell your children,
‘Do this’ or ‘do that,” they will not listen.
They are your mirrors and will do what you do. Children
are connected physically and spiritually to their parents,
so self-reflect on your own behavior by looking at your
children’s behavior.”

Whenever | see that my children are not
following the family rules, doing their homework or
respecting bedtimes, | recall the Founder’s words: my
children are mirrors of myself. When I stop and self-
reflect, | always notice how | can be a better role model
for my children. Surprisingly, when | change my bad
habits and try to be a better father, my children also
change their bad habits. | recommend that you look first
at your daily behavior, make a change to improve, and
see what happens.

“Self-reflect on your own behavior
by looking at your children’s behavior.”

My Gedatsu teacher instructed me that when
talking to your children, avoid giving orders like “do this,
do that!” or “don’t do this, don’t do that.” Instead of
saying, “Do your homework NOW!,” say, “Why don’t you
begin your homework after taking a break?” Even if your
children won’t listen to you, don’t scold them. Instead,
show them that you are concerned. That is the approach

my wife and | have been trying with our children at home.

Some people say that discipline is very
important for children. That is true, but it is necessary to
empathize with your children before disciplining them.
There must be a reason why your children won’t do their
homework or won’t go to bed. Try to communicate with
your children and respond to their behavior with
empathy. Treat your children the way they want to be
treated. That does not mean spoiling your children, but
rather, understanding and respecting their needs. In
turn, they will understand and respect you, and you will
be able to build trust with your children. Remember:
“Children do what their parents do.”

Parenting is tough ... but, in the end,
immensely rewarding. Good luck!

Rev. Tatsunori Kamiya

A Brief Biography of Gedatsu Kongo

Chapter 9
War

In April of 1941, President Okano fulfilled a
long-cherished aspiration: Pilgrimage to the Three
Sacred Sites in Japan. These sites were the Ise Shrine
(Japan’s most important Shinto shrine), Kashihara
Shrine (where Japan’s first emperor is enshrined) and
Sennyuji Temple (the only Imperial Family temple).
The pilgrimage became one of the most significant
annual events of Gedatsu-kai.

On the evening of April 1, President Okano
delivered a sermon at the Tokyo Dojo Appreciation
Service, and then departed for Ise with six leaders,
including Takeo Kishida. Taking the night train, they
arrived at Ise the next morning. The group was
greeted by the chief priest, who guided them slowly
along the approach to the Inner Shrine. President
Okano walked silently, deeply impressed.

After visiting the Ise Shrine, the party left for
the Kashihara Shrine, where they paid their respects.
From there, they traveled to Kyoto. The next
morning, they visited the Sennyuji Temple, where
they were greeted at the temple gate by Head Priest
Hirano. After visiting the Imperial Mausoleum of
Emperors, Superior Priest Mukumoto warmly greeted
them. In response, President Okano thanked him for
allowing them to visit the temple for a private
pilgrimage for the first time.

Preserving, honoring the nation’s treasured sites

The leaders’ visit constituted the first
Gedatsu Pilgrimage to the Three Sacred Sites. Shortly
after their visit, President Okano spoke to members,
telling them, “Even if the constitutional structure of
our country is overturned, we will do our utmost to
protect the Ise Shrine, Kashihara Shrine, and Sennyuji
Temple.”

In 1938, the government legislated the
National Mobilization Law, imposing control over the
national economy to fund Japan’s massive military
effort and put the nation on a war-time footing. By
1941, the government enforced a rationing system
over living necessities, such as cooking oil, fish,
clothing, sugar, miso, soy sauce, rice, wheat, etc.

(Continued on page 6)
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OUR GEDATSU STUDY

(Biography — Continued from page 5)

Under these circumstances, President Okano
encouraged members to contribute to their country by
saying, “Live to let others live. Make the most of things,
keep your mind active, benefit the country, and make
the best use of whatever you see, hear or touch. Thisis
the path you should follow. This is the Gedatsu life of
appreciation and gratitude.”

Rendering aid to an impoverished society

Following this basic principle, President Okano
organized the distribution of various products to cities
suffering from material shortages and encouraged
recycling products normally wasted. He instructed
some members to send as much charcoal as possible
from charcoal-producing regions to cities and sell it at
low prices before it was placed under the rationing
system. He told other members to collect a kind of sea
weed which was not used before, dry it and send it to
various parts of the country as food or fertilizer.

He focused on increasing the production of
textile goods through the instruction of silk-lace knitting
to assist war widows, who were confronting the
difficulties of making a living for their families. Silk-lace
knitting, which uses silk cocoon waste, was easy to
master. President Okano asked Michiko Sobora, a
young woman who had just learned the skill, to come to
Tokyo to instruct others. Starting with a training class of
10 female members, her production and students
increased. President Okano sent her to various parts of
the country to teach the silk-lace knitting method.

Teaching and learning with heart and soul

When President Okano delivered sermons, he
did not like members taking notes, because he believed
that members should record his words in their hearts
and then put those words into practice. Only in this
manner could they truly understood his teaching.

He often said, “Listen to me with your eyes,”
meaning that members should listen with all their heart
and soul to learn from him. When he felt that someone
did not practice what he taught, he repeated the same
lesson again and again for many years. He never gave
that person another lesson until he put it into practice.

On occasion, he allowed certain people to take
notes of his sermons. As a result, we are able to read
the Founder’s sermons today.

Under President Okano’s guidance, members
grew spiritually step by step. Branches increased in
number. By June of 1941, there were 101 branches in
Tokyo, 112 in other areas, and one in America.

Around that time, President Okano’s personal
guidance often contained stern “bitter-pill” advice, such
as: “Gedatsu is to practice humility, poverty and death.”
He told his attendants, “I feel more pain than the
person who receives my bitter-pill advice. When |
return home, | think about the person to whom | gave
stern advice and pray for him or her to truly understand
my thoughts.”

Obligation, requital toward country

One day, Miyoshi Matsuda, a second-
generation Japanese-American visited President Okano
in Tokyo. He let her stay at the Tokyo Dojo for 12 days,
while he sincerely mentored her. The day before she
returned to the U.S., Matsuda resolved to ask President
Okano a question: “In America, newspapers and radios
are reporting that America will wage war against Japan
in the near future. In that case, should we act as
Japanese or should we draw the sword against our
ancestral Japan?”

President Okano quietly answered, “As an
American, you should fight against Japan.”

The world peace that President Okano wished
for was not simple idealism. In a warring conflict
between the U.S. and Japan, each nation, first and
foremost, should act in accord with its true love of its
own country and cultivate humanity within themselves.
Without this foundation, he believed, it would be
impossible for mankind to realize the world of mutual
respect and cooperation. Ideally, there is no war, but
when nations of the world progress to a stage where
war becomes necessary, we should fight. Through war,
each nation should learn how to love its own country
and pursue its responsibilities in the world. In this way,
war can be a step toward true peace for mankind.

On November 28, 1941, President Okano turned
60, and his 60" birthday was celebrated at Goreichi. On
the occasion of this celebration, church leaders
discussed what they should do in gratitude to President
Okano. After much deliberation, they decided to build
the Monument of Encomium for him. Immediately
after this decision, they informed each branch all over
the country, and fund-raising for this project began.

(Continued on page 7)
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OUR GEDATSU STUDY

(Biography — Continued from page 6)

On the day of its unveiling ceremony, the
monument stood to the left side of the main shrine,
covered with a white cloth. After members and guests
were seated, President Okano came forward, wearing a
white coat of silk-lace knitting made by Sobora. The
ceremony started, the white cloth was removed, and the
Monument of Encomium was unveiled.

President Okano then stepped away and
changed into a red coat, following the Japanese custom
of wearing red when one reaches age 60. He then
resumed his position in front of the monument. After
the congratulatory messages by guests and members’
representative, President Okano stood at the
microphone and expressed his sincere thanks.

Filled with emotion, he stated, “Today | made
the first step of my new life. Please keep going strong.
Your responsibility became heavier. | encourage myself
to make efforts toward the new world. | am still young.
| sincerely express my deepest gratitude to your pious
thoughts and pure hearts.”

Thus, the three sacred monuments — Sun Spirit
Monument, All Souls Monument and Monument of
Encomium — were completed on the Goreichi grounds.
Representing the virtues of Truth, Goodness and Beauty,
they would forever stand to inspire mankind to cultivate
these spiritual qualities.

On December 7, 1941, the Japanese army
attacked the Pearl Harbor in Hawaii, igniting the war
between the United States and Japan. The entire
country of Japan was enveloped in a mood of war.

An honored tradition

In April of 1942, the second Pilgrimage to the
Three Sacred Sites was performed. Whereas the first
pilgrimage was performed with President Okano and six
leaders, the second pilgrimage was performed by a
group of 600 members. Because it was impossible for a

group of that size to find lodging in the temple, the chief
priest, upon the request of President Okano, allowed the
group the unprecedented permission to sleep overnight

on straw mats on the ground.

President Okano could not join the pilgrimage
but waited for their return in formal dress. He told them,
“You are making this pilgrimage on behalf of the
Japanese people and all mankind. You should be
thankful for the honor of this great mission.”

The Founder’s teaching preserved

At the Spring Festival in May of 1942, President
Okano published Shinko, or “Sincere Practice.” Although
it consists of only 32 pages, it remains the most
important book on the Gedatsu teaching.

“This is a small book,” President Okano said, “but
| wrote everything in it. After | die, please read this book
again and again until you understand it.”

From Shinko:

“Man is a spiritual offshoot of God. We are
allowed to live by God. Just as our physical being exists
in accordance with the universal phenomena, our hearts
and minds must also exist in harmony with God.”

“It is quite natural that we are constantly
together with God, and that we are allowed to exist by
God. Live or die, we are at the mercy of God. Even after
death, we exist in company with God. Furthermore, we
can attain godhood.”

After the publication of Shinko, President Okano
made an overnight trip to the Ito hot springs together
with all teachers in celebration of its publication,
demonstrating how pleased he was with its publication.
This was his first and last trip with all teachers.

From 1941 through 1942, President Okano
released 1,100,000 young carp and trout fish into the
Suwa Lake to aid in increasing food production. The
young fish, called “Gedatsu trout” by local people,
increased with each succeeding year. At dawn, they
could be seen swimming in a group darkening the surface
of the water.

Through public efforts of this kind, President
Okano encouraged members to follow his example by
working selflessly in their hometowns to combat severe
wartime shortages.

(To be continued next month)

&
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PERSONAL EXPERIENCES —JAPAN AMBASSADORS

In late June, Exchange Ambassadors from Gedatsu-kai
Japan — Ritsuko Sato (above left) and Satomi
Takahashi — spent two weeks in the U.S., hosted by
Gedatsu USA. They met with members in Sacramento
and Los Angeles and enjoyed sightseeing in San
Francisco, Yosemite National Park, Las Vegas, Grand
Canyon and Los Angeles.

Below are their messages to American members.

Ritsuko Sato

Thank you very much for everything you did for
us during our stay in the U.S. | want to share my
impressions from my two-weeks’ travel.

First, at the Rokujizo Bazaar, | was surprised to
see how everyone of all ages and positions — ministers,
members and non-members alike — worked together
with full effort and mutual respect. Since this rarely
happens in Japan, | thought this was great.

Second, | experienced the magnificence and
grandeur of America. The great views of Yosemite's
Half Dome and Grand Canyon were beyond my
imagination. Everything is so much bigger than in
Japan: the width of the roads, the volume of soda, the
size of people.

Also, in contrast to Japanese, who hesitate
standing out among a group, | found that Americans
simply do what they want to do, regardless of what
others think.

As a result, during my travel, | found myself
actively communicating more with others and wearing
brighter clothes than my usual blacks and grays. | was
influenced by Americans to be less self-conscious, and
emotionally brighter through my interaction with the
friendly and kind members. | hope to continue living
with this positive attitude.

Finally, in preparation for my trip as an ambassador, |
read the writings of Archbishop Eizan Kishida. Until
then, | did not fully understand how much he devoted
himself for the propagation and happiness of the
American people. | was so happy to see both the
Sacramento and Los Angeles churches, where Kishida
and Kiyota Senseis cultivated the Gedatsu teaching.

| appreciate all the ministers and members
who warmly welcomed me. It was my great joy. |
would like to return after | improve my English. Again,
thank you very much.

Satomi Takahashi

| experienced and learned a lot during the two
weeks | traveled in the U.S. | met many local members
and friends who really enjoyed volunteering for the
Rokujizo Bazaar. They were all so friendly and
cheerful. It was wonderful seeing non-members,
members, young and old alike, working together as
equals — everyone contributing however they could. |
hope | can improve my workplace like that.

In the beginning, | was so nervous about
communicating with Americans because of my lack of
English. So, | simply did nothing, waiting until
someone started a conversation with me. Despite my
hesitancy, they attempted to speak to me in Japanese
or slowly in English. This helped to relieve my anxiety,
and | gradually began to start conversations myself. |
really appreciate having the opportunity to experience
people’s kindness.

| discovered the importance of being active.
Nothing happens by just waiting. | learned to take the
initiative — that everything depends on me.

| was also impressed with what Rev. Yamada
said at the Japanese Appreciation Service. He talked
about the importance of sincerely and consciously
praying and wishing for a goal or objective. Until now,
| was the kind of person who could not express what |
wanted. These two weeks became a good opportunity
for me to self-reflect. Now, | want to do my best by
having a clear goal or objective and working strongly
to achieve it.

Yosemite National Park, Grand Canyon, Las
Vegas, Japanese-American National Museum,
Disneyland ... | appreciate being taken to such
impressive places. | also appreciate all the members |
met during my visit. Every moment has become my
precious memory. Thank you very much.

[P.S. I would like to go to a buffet again!]
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APRIL 2018 OFFERINGS

2018 / 2019 UPCOMING EVENTS

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

$5-$49: M. Rodriguez, L. Tanaka, M/M R. Nakatani,

K. Gibson, S. Tanaka, M/M D. Ide

$50-$99: M/M D. Tsuboi, S. Taketa, M/M C. Tanaka,

J. Tanaka

$100+: S. Nishino, M/M S. Sekikawa, S. Yabut, K. Schubert,
M/M J. Detwiler, M/M K. Yamada, T. Wakabayashi,
Anonymous

$200+: M/M J. Horner

Special Acknowledgment

A. Sebe In memory of Sumiko Sebe ($500)

A. Sebe In appreciation to Gedatsu, purchase of heavy-
duty power mower and wooden shed to protect
and store machinery/equipment ($20,000)

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

$5-$49: P. Chen, M/M M. Choy, M/M M. Hamada,

M/M V. Mizokami, M. Nakamura, R. Nakamura, A. Okimura,
T. Sato, M/M A. Shiroishi

$50-$99: M/M T. Hirami, J. Kaku, M. Okada, K. Sato,

M/M S. Shaklan, F. Sueyoshi, C. Tsujimura, M/M H. Tsujimura
$100+: M/M R. Allum, M/M F. Barthel, K. Fuijii,

M/M T. Fukushima, M/M B. Hamamoto, C. Harada, L. Ito,
M/M K. Kuritani, M/M T. Matsumoto, M/M S. Mukai,

M/M M. Murakami, T. Murakami, T. Nakamura, Y. Oishi,

T. Okimura, J. Reid, L. Sanchez, S. Takahashi,

M/M R. Tsujimura, M/M K. Yamada

$200+: M/M K. Chinen, M/M M. Ishida, T. Ishida,

M/M R. Okano, D. Shiroishi

$300+: R. Sato

$600+: J. Ito

$1,200+: Gedatsu Kendo Dojo

Special Acknowledgment

Jackson Ito Japan Ambassadors welcome party ($500)

Tadao Ishida Never Forgotten service for Nobuyoshi,
Michiye Shimohara (5100)

Goreichi Care Fund

(The Fund is established to pay for repairs, upgrades and ongoing
maintenance of structures and property of the Goreichi Holy
Grounds in Sacramento.)

H. Graham ($100)

Nov 4 (Sun)

Nov 11 (Sun)
Nov 17 (Sat)
Nov 18 (Sun)

Nov 22-23
Nov 25 (Sun)

Dec 2 (Sun)
Dec 9 (Sun)
Dec 9 (Sun)

Dec 16 (Sun)

Dec 23-31

L.A. Gedatsu Kongo 70 Memorial Service
Sacto Gedatsu Kongo 70" Memorial Service
L.A. Casino Bus trip (TBD)

L.A. Gedatsu Kongo Birthday and

7-5-3 Children’s Celebration

Church Closed (Thanksgiving Holiday)
Sacramento Gedatsu Kongo Birthday and
7-5-3 Children’s Celebration

L.A. Archbishop Kishida Memorial Service
Sacramento Last Service of Year
Archbishop Kishida Memorial Service /
Church Clean-up

L.A. Church Clean-up

L.A. Christmas Service

Last Appreciation Service

Church Closed

2019 (Events / dates subject to change)

Jan 1 (Tue)

New Year’s Homage

Jan 2-3 (Wed-Thu) Church Closed

Jan 13 (Sun)
Jan 20 (Sun)
Jan 22 (Tue)

Feb 17 (Sun)
Feb 19 (Tue)
Mar 15 (Fri)
Mar 16 (Sat)
Mar 17 (Sun)
Mar 23 J(Sat)
Mar 24 (Sun)
Mar 31 (Sun)
Apr 14 (Sun)
May 12 (Sun)
May 19 (Sun)
May 25 (Sat)
May 26 (Sun)
May 27 (Mon)

May 28 (Tue)
Jun 9 (Sun)
Jun 16 (Sun)

Sacramento First Service of the Year
L.A. New Year’s Service

Church Closed

(in lieu of Martin Luther King, Jr., Day)
L.A. Sun Spirit Service

Church Closed (in lieu of Presidents Day)
Propagation Meeting 10:00 am

Board of Directors Meeting 10:00 am
L.A. Higan Service (Japanese & English)
L.A. Casino Bus Trip (TBD) 8:00 am
Sacramento Higan Service

Church Closed

Spring Grand Festival 9:30 am
Sacramento Mothers’ Day Service

L.A. Mothers’ Day Service

L.A. Rummage Sale (TBD) 8:00 am
Sacramento plaque burning (Joen-no-gi)
Sacramento Inter-religious

Memorial Day Service

Church Closed (in lieu of Memorial Day)
Sacramento Mothers’ Day Service

L.A. Mother Kiyota’s Memorial Service

Jun 29-30 (Sat-Sun) Rokujizo Bazaar Sacramento 11 am
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i The Gedatsu Companion is published
! > monthly for members like Tomiko Jean
Mizokami, who celebrated her 100t
birthday on July 25 with family members at
the L.A. nursing home where she resides.
Tomiko and her late husband, Roy, joined
Gedatsu in the early 1950s, raising their
seven children just two doors from the original Gedatsu
Church in Los Angeles.

For more than six decades Tomiko worked tirelessly for the
church and enthusiastically interpreted for the

reverends. Her dedication and service to the church helped
spread the Gedatsu teaching, especially among English-
speaking members and visitors.

Rev. Kazuo Yamada, Editor

Joyce Reid, Editor-in-Chief

Kiyoko Hirayama, Arlene Okimura, Yoko Yamada,
Photographers

Editorial contributors to this issue:

John Hayashi, Janet Hirayama, John Horner, Rev. Tatsunori
Kamiya, Tomoko Kamiya, Tomiko Mizokami, Victor
Mizokami, Rev. Naoya Okano, Ritsuko Sato, Sr. Rev. Akira
Sebe, Pam Shaklan, Jo Ann Shiroishi, Satomi Takahashi,
Scott Taketa, Rev. Hisakazu Taki, Calvin Tanaka, Pauline
Tomita, Wendy Young

Gedatsu Church USA
Los Angeles Branch
7850 Hill Drive
Rosemead, CA 91770

Gedatsu teens, young adults enjoy Gedatsu Summer Youth Camp
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“My camp experience was very enjoyable.”
"l talked to everyone and bonded well.”
“Everyone grew closer."

“l had a great time meeting new people.”

These were some of the comments made by
teen and young adult campers at the end of
the Gedatsu Summer Youth Camp, held over
four days in late July at the Sacramento
Spiritual Center.

At left, campers, ministers and aides enjoy
the rafting experience on the South Fork
American River. Standing, from left: James
Akashi, Rev. Naoya Okano, Vivian McSwain,
Kayla Hirayama, Carolann Hirayama, Kady
Hirayama, Courtney Ide, Christopher Ide,
Alaric Akashi, Janet Hirayama. Front row,
Rev. Yamada, Pauline Tomita.

See more photos and article on page 4.




