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Gedatsu Kongo’s
Thought for the Month

“God divided us into many
different types so that we could
help each other.”

Our world is full of diversity.
A variety of plants and animals live on
the earth. Many people inhabit this
world, but we are all different in
appearance, character, intelligence . .
. everything.

Regardless of differences in
races and cultures, we all breathe the
air, drink water and eat food to live in
the same way. Warm blood circulates
throughout our bodies in the same
way. What a wonder.

Diversity is a sign of life. We
are all different because we are alive.
Our differences allow us to help each
other and learn from each other.

Let us respect others and
learn from them. This is the path
toward our mutual growth and world
peace.
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

‘ , April “Never Forgotten”

" Memorial Services
“Never Forgotten” Memorial Services are held monthly at
the Gedatsu Church to honor the memory of those who
have passed away during that particular month.

The Sacramento Spiritual Center will hold its “Never
Forgotten” Memorial Service on Sunday, April 5, at 10
a.m., honoring the souls of Norma Tellez, N~*suko
Nakatani , Masashi Russell Ota, Art* oto,

Susumu Suyeyasu, Henrv T~ amu Ben
Tsuboi, Sally Yukil~~ o Suzuki,
Katherine* ~akahashi.
The L.A. Ct s~ Never Forgotten” Memorial

Service on ¢ ,»April 5, at 10 a.m., honoring the souls
of John Macias Castillo, Maria Lechuga Covos, Sameko
Hamaoka, Ted Tadashi Hayashi, Kazuye Ito, Will Karger,
Fumiko Kawamura, Karen Mineko Kawamura, William
Masami Kawamura, Yoshimi Richard Kikuchi, Masaichi
Richard Kikuta, Mokubei Kumashiro, Shikazo Kumashiro,
Thomas Mahoney, Matsuko Yamashita Miyasako,
Clifton Mizokami, Kinryo Mizuki, Haruko Nagura,
Yoshinobu Nakamura, Osamu Naruko, Harry Odama,
Otomatsu Odama, Tomoyo Ogura, Akiko Okazaki, Emiko
Okimura, Helen Shiroishi, Hidemi Pat Shiroishi, Dayna
Slotnik, Tsutako Sherrie Takimoto, Bobby Kiyoshi Tanji,
Shigeno Tomita, Henry Tsujimura, Joseph Harold
Wessman, Jr., Tsuyoshi Yamashita, Enes S. Sarvello Zeto.

Hawaii Church Welcomes Visiting Minister

The Gedatsu Church of Hawaii, which has been without a
minister since last fall, welcomes Rev. Youichi Tanabe
and his wife, Toshie, from Gedatsu-kai Japan. Rev.
Tanabe, a veteran traveling minister throughout Japan, is
serving a three-month term at the Honolulu church from
March 3 through May 29.

Obituary

Members of the Sacramento Spiritual Center mourn the
loss of member Roy Akio Nakatani, who passed away on
February 19, 2020, at the age of 88. Roy is survived by his
wife, Ritsuko, and their children, Tom Nakatani and
Debra Sells.
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Spring Grand Festival — Sunday, April 12 at 9 a.m.
Earlier Start Time, Free Lunch

The Spring Grand Festival will b~ he Sacramento

Spiritual Center on Sund-~ astival will
begin at an earlier that long-
distance tr= ~>outhern

Califor. —dark. In addition, a
free lun: «e conclusion of the Festival.
A chartere. _.irom Los Angeles will leave the L.A.

Church at 10 p.m. on Saturday night, April 11. Both the
bus ride and luncheon are free of charge, through the
generosity of Senior Deacon Jackson Ito.

Okano Family Returns to L.A. Church

as Permanent U.S. Residents

The Okano family — Rev. Naoya, Yuko and their children,
Ryunosuke and Nanami — returned to the U.S. in
February and were warmly welcomed back by L.A.
Church members. After an 8-month wait in Japan, the
Okanos were issued green cards by U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services, allowing them to reside in the U.S.
as permanent residents.

We are grateful to the ministers, staff, board members
and congregation for managing and coordinating the
services, programs and operations of the L.A. and
Sacramento churches during the Okanos absence.




NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Gedatsu Summer Youth Camp 2020
Thursday, July 23, to Sunday, July 26

If you have teenage children, grandchildren, nieces
and/or nephews, urge them to participate in the
Gedatsu Summer Youth Camp. Let them experience
a wonderful opportunity to meet and bond with other
Gedatsu youth, as they enjoy activities and deepen
their faith together.

Gedatsu Summer Youth Camp will be held over four
days — from Thursday through Sunday, July 23-26 -
based at the Sacramento Spiritual Center.

The camp provides teens (ages 12 and up) and young
adults with a variety of enjoyable experiences — like
rafting down the American River and other outdoor
adventures, group activities and games — designed to
create an atmosphere of friendship and fun, while
deepening their faith and understanding of Gedatsu.
It's a great opportunity to interact in fun activities
and discussions with Rev. Naoya Okano and other
youth counselors.

The camp is free for participants. The church will
provide all meals, transportation to outings, and
sleeping /shower accommodations. Youths provide
their own sleeping bags. All activities will be under
the supervision of church leaders and youth
counselors.

Further details will be announced at the Spring
Festival, at Sunday services and in future Companion
issues.

Questions can be directed to Pauline Tomita at
patomita58@gmail.com.

Redesigned, Guest-friendly Website
Promotes, Enhances “Gedatsu Brand”

Our Gedatsu website has been updated with an
inviting new look and feel to appeal to today’s internet
users and with a host of guest-friendly features that
make the site informative, easy to navigate and
compatible with a variety of mobile devices.

* GEDATSU

GEDATSU CHURCH
SERVICES

+ GEDATSU - ‘ Our new site also has been
optmized with dynamic
features that make it easier
for users to find our site,
analytics to provide us with
valuable insights about
traffic performance and user
details, and greater security
aspects throughout the site.

Screens contain stunning images of our facilities,
members and activities, as well as clear explanations
about our core beliefs and practices, church history,
events, ministry, services, member benefits and more.
In all, the dynamic new website promotes a compelling
and consistent image of our “Gedatsu brand.”

We encourage you to experience our new site. Visit
www.gedatsu-usa.org.

[Many thanks to our website team, led by Joyce Reid:
Cookie Barthel, Jason Detwiler, Rev. Naoya Okano, Joy
Sebe. Rev. Hisakazu Taki, Pauline Tomita and Hisato
Tsujimura. Special thanks to Jason and Jeffrey Mukai, who
developed our original website in 2012.]
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OUR GEDATSU STUDY

“Welcome to Gedatsu”
By Rev. Hisakazu Taki

Chapter 10:
Gedatsu, a Religious Study through Daily Life

We Are the Continuation of Ancestors

Gedatsu Kongo established Gedatsu as a religious
study that should be learned through one’s daily life.
Neither harsh training nor learning abstract theology is
required to master the teaching. Master Gedatsu
Kongo always said, “Religion should be studied and
practiced in our daily life.” He strongly believed that
this should be a genuine religious study for everyone.

Our Founder valued “home” as the base of our
Gedatsu study, stating: “Home is not only the place
where parents and children live together, it is where
lives connect ancestors to descendants. Our present
life connects the past to the future. We should learn
from our ancestors’ footsteps, develop their spirits, and
pass them down to our descendants. This is why it is
shameful to disgrace the family name. The home
should be valued.”

He further stated: “People who decry societies’
degeneration in the world have biased and prejudiced
visions. Who made the world, nation, society and
family?

“The family is truly a small society. A family is made up
of husband and wife. A group of families form a
society and, in turn, a nation.

“Today’s society is a group of people born to couples,
who lack proper understanding. Realize that couples
shaped these people, this society. | ask you to reform
the family and society. People, who are only looking at
the deterioration of society, are looking in the wrong
direction. They should look into themselves first.”

This is Master Gedatsu Kongo’s fundamental view on
reforming society and attaining world peace. Thus, he
said, “You are the world.” The degeneration of society
was caused by our incorrect attitude. We should first
self-reflect, then reform ourselves and our families.
These are the basic steps we should take toward world
peace. This is why Gedatsu as a religious study
through our daily life is very important.

No one was born from nothing. Every one of us was
born from parents and ancestors. We are the
continuation of generations of ancestors. Our life will
also continue to our descendants. We are responsible
to pass on the ancestors’ spiritual and physical legacy
for future generations. This understanding is
important for our happiness and prosperity.

Actually, very few people in modern society have this
understanding. Instead of scrutinizing themselves,
many blame others and criticize society. Gedatsu
Kongo said that this attitude is the cause of suffering
and confusion in the current world.

It may be hard for us to become aware of our
selfishness. This is because we are the physical and
spiritual continuation of generations of ancestors.
Therefore, Gedatsu Kongo stressed the importance of
self-reflection and self-understanding. Gedatsu is the
path of self-reflection through our everyday life.

Home, the Base of Gedatsu Study

Home is the base of human existence. It is where our
life continues from ancestors to descendants. Our
existence connects ancestors’ lives with future
generations. We are, so to speak, the “relay runner of
life” from the past to the future. We are responsible
to inherit ancestors’ spiritual heritage and develop it
for future generations.

Gedatsu Kongo stated: “Home is where we learn basic
human morality. Our character is cultivated through
family life. Children learn love and sincerity through
their life with parents. Therefore, home is the base to
cultivate all the human virtues.”

(Continued on page 5)
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(Daily Life — continued from page 4)

In a word, home is the palace where we live our daily
life, where we raise children, and where love, morality
and religious faith are cultivated within us. This is why
Gedatsu Kongo stressed the importance of our
everyday family life.

We experience various events through everyday life:
conflicts between husband and wife or between
parents and children, health or financial problems of
the family members, or happy events of the family.
We experience joy and sorrow through our family life.
Through experiencing these various events in our daily
life, our spiritual richness is cultivated, and we can
grow as a person.

s

Husband and wife are the smallest unit of a family. A
man and a woman who have different backgrounds
meet together and create a family. Having children,
their family life becomes enriched materially and
spiritually. Many events in life happen through our
family life, or relations between husband and wife, or
parents and children. Through these experience in our
family life, humanity is cultivated more and more
deeply within us.

It may be great and valuable to cultivate our character
and spirituality by learning abstract theology and
practicing harsh training in deep mountains. But, as
long as we are humans, nothing is more valuable than
love and affection between husband and wife, and
between parents and children.

This is why Master Gedatsu Kongo stressed the
importance of our family life and established Gedatsu
as a religious study through daily life.

Gedatsu Kongo stated: “Home is the place of
refreshment and comfort, the place to recover ourselves.
Home should be the shrine of peace and harmony.”

“Parents love their children. Children love and respect
their parents. Husband and wife love and respect each
other. This is the Gedatsu life.”

Gedatsu Should be Studied and Practiced in Daily Life

While Gedatsu Kongo established Gedatsu for
everyone’s happiness, we should remember that he
earnestly desired to render service to the country. He
believed that Gedatsu is the path to contribute to the
country and world peace through our daily activities.
And he stressed the importance of our “home” as the
base to practice this path.

Gedatsu Kongo stated: “Home is the foundation stone
of the country. When the family prospers, the country is
strengthened.”

Our world consists of many countries. Our country is
responsible to contribute to the peace and prosperity of
the world. Each one of us comprise this country. We
were raised by parents through our family life. This is
why Gedatsu Kongo urged us to build our family and
country through Gedatsu.

Gedatsu Kongo stated: “Home should be the shrine to
study and practice Gedatsu. Gedatsu should be
practiced from morning till evening every day. Home
should be the place of spiritual comfort, and the place to
recover ourselves. Thus, home is the foundation of
human life. Therefore, it is important to practice
Gedatsu through our everyday life.”

At the time when Gedatsu Kongo established Gedatsu,
there were already various religions throughout Japan
and the world. All religious theories and doctrines were
thoroughly studied at that time. Why did Gedatsu
Kongo establish Gedatsu under those circumstances?

Gedatsu Kongo felt unsatisfied with religions in his time.
He keenly felt that genuine religion was not actually

practiced in people’s everyday life. Most people
believed that religion is in churches or temples,

(Continued on back page)
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OUR GEDATSU STUDY

How to Live According to the Universal Will

Sermon by Bishop Teruo Okano
Los Angeles Church — Sunday, March 15, 2020

Hello, everyone. | am so happy to see you
again. Today, | would like to talk about how our life
experiences can become the source of creating joy,
hope and peace of mind in our lives.

Our universe is governed by a divine will. We
may call it “Universal Will,” “God’s Will” or “Law of
Nature.” This Universal Will governs all things:
humans, animals and plants, as well as all phenomena
in Nature. In truth, the movement of the Universal Will
exists in every corner of our God-created universe.

Great historical figures, successful individuals
in modern times, and common individuals whose lives
are filled with happiness — their lives conform to the
Universal Will. Conversely, those who materially
prosper through malicious behavior find that their
success is only temporary. Ultimately, their prosperity
wanes, and their names are forgotten in history.

“. .. when we live our lives in tune with
the Universal Will, the divine Law of Nature
responds accordingly.”

This shows us that when we live our lives in
tune with the Universal Will, the divine Law of Nature
responds accordingly. The universe never ignores our
sincere and earnest effort. Those who energetically
and cheerfully put forth their best effort every day will
be blessed with a happy future and rich-minded life.

However, if our thoughts and actions are
counter to the Universal Will, we will encounter
hardships, and our lives will be full of complaints and
dissatisfaction.

We must always be aware of God in our lives
and realize that living in accord with the Universal Will
is essential to our happiness.

How, then, should we think or behave to
conform to the Universal Will?

There are many ways, such as: Having a
positive, agreeable and constructive attitude. Being
good, kind and cooperative. Being earnest, honest,
humble and unselfish. Sparing no effort and having an
appreciative mind.

No doubt, there are many more answers, but
“love,” “goodness” and “sincerity,” which are preached
by world religions, are certainly the kinds of thoughts
and behaviors that conform to the Universal Will and
should guide our lives.

Our way of thinking and our behavior today are
based on the values that we developed through our life
experiences from the time we were born — from our
parents, family background, society and friends.
Everything we have experienced around us,
consciously or unconsciously, have been planted in our
subconscious minds. Our thoughts and behaviors
continually draw from this subconscious source.

Our lives today are the product of all these
collective circumstances, ways of thinking, values and
experiences. Therefore, if we examine ourselves and
find that we are truly happy, it means that we have
driven on the path that was destined for true
happiness.

On the other hand, if we feel unhappy and
disappointed, we have been driving on the path that
was destined for unhappiness. We must get out of
that car and off that path immediately.

Even though we earnestly try to live our lives in
a good and positive manner, things may still not work
out as we hope and expect. We may become
suspicious and dissatisfied or tormented by negative
feelings. This is because our thoughts and behaviors
are strongly influenced by the elements in our
subconscious mind, which may have even greater
control over our thoughts than our conscious mind.

Because our subconscious mind consists of
hereditary factors from our ancestors, it is difficult to
eliminate its influences. That is why Gedatsu practices
such as Hiho meditation, Goho practice and Amacha
blessing are so important. Through these practices, we
purify our minds and thoughts, including our
subconscious. This allows us to reach spiritual
awakening, enabling us to live lives full of joy, hope and
peace of mind.

So, let us stay focused on practicing the
Gedatsu teaching and living our lives according to the
divine Universal Will.
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OUR GEDATSU STUDY

The Sanctity of Our Holy Grounds —
Goreichi as Symbol of Universal Laws — Part 3

By Archbishop Eizan Kishida

In 1979, the late Archbishop Eizan Kishida wrote a series
of articles on the unique spiritual qualities of the
Goreichi Holy Grounds of the Gedatsu Spiritual Center in
Sacramento, California.

The first two articles (published in the February and
March 2020 issues) dealt with the spiritual power of the
site through the enshrinement of the Universal Life
Force. The following article explains the purpose and
efficacy of the guardian spirits that are enshrined on the
Holy Grounds.

When you walk onto the Goreichi Holy Grounds, bear in
mind that the Universal Life Force gives life to all beings
and is the spirit of all existing things. With this feeling,
you realize that all things existing in this universe have a
vital link to one another. Whatever their form —
humans, birds, animals, insects, plants, trees and weeds
—all have their lives given from the Universal Life Force.
If you have an understanding of this, you have some
idea of the significance of the Holy Grounds.

This is merely a general interpretation of the
phenomenon of the greatness of the Universal Life
Force. The true significance of the Holy Grounds can be
felt by fully realizing and appreciating its spiritual
powers in action. You may wonder where such power is
manifested. The embodiment of this power is in the
various guardian spirits enshrined on the grounds.

Fudo Guardian

The Fudo guardian is
enshrined as the
principal object of
reverence in the Saito
Goma Fire Ceremony,
which is performed
during our Spring and
Fall Festivals.

The Fudo guardian is a sacred symbol of power —
referring not only to its strength, but an all-
encompassing power that is latent within the great
Universal Life Force. It represents God’s power of great
mercy and compassion, which seeks to save all beings
by overcoming obstructions. No human strength can
compare with this mighty power.

During the course of one’s life, disputes may arise from
egotistic illusions. Grudges and jealousies may result
from sexual anguish. All these are useless and wasteful
uses of energy in life. Nonetheless, many people suffer
from these mental struggles.

In those moments of mental turmoil, if you were to
sincerely and wholeheartedly invoke the aid of the Fudo
guardian and deeply self-reflect, you would find yourself
invigorated in mind and body as if an electric current
were being transmitted through you. Finally, you would
be able to liberate yourself from your suffering — not
only at the time of the Saito Goma Fire Ceremony, but
at any time that you fervently prayed to the Fudo
guardian. You can avoid sudden unforeseen negative
occurrences in your daily life through the aid of the
Fudo guardian.

Rokujizo Guardian

The Jizo guardian is enshrined and revered as a savior of
the transmigration of one’s soul in the six lower planes
of earthly existence. The Rokujizo (meaning six Jizos)
renders salvation to humankind wandering in these six
lower realms of existence.

(Continued on page 8)
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(Our Holy Grounds — continued from page 7)

The six planes of earthly existence indicate six different
categories of life’s difficulties, but do not mean that
human life is predetermined to follow a certain pattern.

Among earthly living beings, the most intelligent are
human beings. This human intelligence creates all kinds
of suffering, such as attachments, grudges, jealousies
and disputes caused by greed. These sufferings create
negative activity within the different planes of existence
in life, which mirror the realms of existence in the spirit
world. Thus, the Rokujizo renders guidance and
salvation in both the physical and spiritual realms.

The Rokujizo guardian teaches that humans will find
happiness only when they patiently endure whatever
affliction they may experience and awaken to their own
worth. For this reason, the Rokujizo indicates the duties
of humankind according to the gestures and the objects
carried by each of the six Jizo statue.

Under any kind of weather condition — whether hot or
cold, rainy or windy — the Rokujizo is always exposed to
the elements, without a roof over its head. This
symbolizes the guardian’s dedication and steadfast duty
to provide aid. It symbolizes its benevolence to perform
the work for the Universal Life Force.

Water Guardians

In the interior of the
Goreichi Holy Grounds is a
pond. Inthe middle of that
pond is an island, on which
the water guardian spirits —
Ryujin, Suirejin and
Benzaiten — are enshrined.
Collectively, these represent
the spirit of water that exists
and works as one united
body within the great
Universal Life Force.

The water of both land and sea rises into the sky
through the force of Ryujin and turns into clouds which
cause rain. This rain becomes ground water that
gushes forth. The Benzaiten is the deity that preserves
the vital phenomena of water.

For this reason, at the mouth of a lake or river, where
water flows out and is used as a reservoir, exists the
spirit of Benzaiten. The names Ryujin, Suirejin and
Benzaiten originated in India and were brought to
Japan via China.

With life-giving moisture, water saturates everything
for generations, giving sustenance to all forms of life
on earth from trees and plants to birds, animals, fish,
insects and human beings. Wherever water is found
exists the Ryujin, Suirejin and Benzaiten. Even in
America, where until now these deities were never
worshipped, these spirits are very much in existence.

The various shrines and monuments on the Holy
Grounds are not merely physical structures. They are
sacred spiritual symbols and qualities.

Those who pay homage at the Goreichi Spiritual
Grounds should practice as follows. Express your
appreciation for being given life each day at the
Universal life Force shrine. To Fudo, pray for the ability
to awaken and free yourself from illusion. To
Batokanon, pray for traffic safety. To Benten-Suijin
(pond area), pledge not to spend money uselessly or to
waste water. To Rokujizo, pledge to treat all people
with equal kindness without personal preference. At
the All Souls Monument, pray for harmony and
dissolution of discord between friends. And do not
forget to pay your respects at the Gedatsu Memorial
Tower, where Founder Gedatsu Kongo’s soul and the
souls of your ancestors are enshrined.

Surrounded by the strong spiritual forces of the
Universal Life Force, the Goreichi Holy Grounds are far
different from an ordinary park. Wonderful feelings of
peace and harmony are felt by all those who pay
homage there.
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FEBRUARY 2020 OFFERINGS

2020 UPCOMING EVENTS

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

$5-$49: S. Yabut, K. Kitasoe, S. Tanaka, T. Nagao, A. Cool
$50-$99: M/M D. Ide, K. Schubert, M/M D. Tsuboi,

S. Taketa, J. Tanaka

$100+: M/M S. Sekikawa, M/M J. Horner, M. Rodriguez,
H. Sakamoto (Japan), Rev/M K. Yamada, T. Wakabayashi,
J. Detwiler/J. Sebe

Special Acknowledgment
M/M P. Tateishi Never Forgotten service ($100)

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

$5-$49: M/M K. Chinen, M/M M. Harada,

M/M V. Mizokami, M/M L. Muronaka, M. Nakamura,

A. Okimura, T. Oho, N. Takara, M/M P. Young

$50-$99: M/M B. Hamamoto, M/M T. Hirami, J. Kaku,
M/M S. Mukai, M/M M. Murakami, T. Murakami, Y. Oishi,

T. Nakamura, M/M S. Shaklan, T. Toyama, M/M H. Tsujimura

$100+: M/M F. Barthel, M/M T. Fukushima, M/M M. Ishida,
T. Ishida, S. Kaku, M. Kimura, M/M K. Kuritani,

M/M T. Matsumoto, E. Ogawa, M. Okada, M/M N. Okano,
M/M R. Tsujimura, M/M K. Yamada

$200+: K. Fujii, D. Shiroishi

$300+: M/M R. Allum, Yuujou Daiko, Gedatsu Kendo Dojo,
T. Okimura

$600+: J. Ito

$9,000+: Anonymous donation of 100 shares of NovoCure
stock for Gedatsu Kongo Appreciation Fund (Hosankai).

Special Acknowledgment

M. Okada/J. Hirayama Senjin-shiki for Kimiko Hirayama ($100)

Arlene/Rudy Tsujimura Ancestor blessing ($100)
Tadao Ishida Never Forgotten: Tadayoshi Ishida ($100)
Jackson Ito In memory of Nancy Michiyo Ito ($5200)
Kaku/Mahony Families Never Forgotten: Morio Kaku ($100)
Shu/Dian Mukai Never Forgotten: Karl Tanaka ($100)
J./A./U. Shiroishi Never Forgotten: Sayo Shiroishi ($100)
Chinen/Kinjo Families Special appreciation ($100)
Naoya/Yuko Okano Appreciation for safe return ($100)
Gwen Hass Session with Rev. Yamada and

ancestor blessing ($300)
Irene Kawamura Appreciation for Never Forgotten ($300)
Goreichi Care Fund
(The fund is established to pay for repairs, upgrades and ongoing
maintenance of structures and property of the Goreichi Holy
Grounds of the Sacramento Spiritual Center.)

H. Graham
Rev. A. Sebe

$100
$5,000

Apr 12 (Sun)

May 10 (Sun)
May 17 (Sun)
May 24 (Sun)
May 25 (Mon)

May 26 (Tue)

Jun 7 (Sun)
Jun 21 (Sun)

Spring Grand Festival Cancelled
Sacramento Mother’s Day Service

L.A. Mother’s Day Service

Sacramento plaque burning (Joen-no-gi)
Sacramento Inter-religious

Memorial Day Service

Church Closed (in lieu of Memorial Day)

Sac’to Mother Kiyota Memorial Service
L.A. Mother Kiyota Memoaorial Service

Jun 27-28 (Sat-Sun) Rokujizo Bazaar Sacramento 11 am

Jul4 (Thu)
Jul 12 (Sun)
Jul 19 (Sun)

Church Closed (Independence Day)
Sacto Obon Service/Graduates Honored
L.A. Obon Service / Graduates Honored

Jul 23-26 (Thu-Sun) Youth Camp in Sacramento

Aug 1-2 (Sat-Sun) Lake Tahoe Benzaiten Service (TBD)

Aug 16 (Sun)

Sep 6 (Sun)
Sep 8 (Tue)
Sep 13 (Sun)
Sep 20 (Sun)
Sep 27 (Sun)

L.A. Benzaiten Service

142" Fall Grand Festival 9:00 am
Church Closed (in lieu of Labor Day)
Hawaii Church 40t Anniversary
L.A. Higan Service

Sacramento Higan Service

Oct 3-4 (Sat-Sun) L.A. Autumn Moon Festival

Oct 13 (Tue)
Oct 18 (Sun)
Oct 25 (Sun)

Nov 1 (Sun)
Nov 8 (Sun)
Nov 15 (Sun)
Nov 22 (Sun

Nov 26-27
Dec 6 (Sun)
Dec 12 (Sat)
Dec 13 (Sun)

Dec 20 (Sun)
Dec 24-31

Church Closed (in lieu of Columbus Day)
L.A. Ujigami Service
Sacramento All Souls Service

L.A. Gedatsu Kongo Service
Sacramento Gedatsu Kongo Service
L.A. 7-5-3 Children’s Celebration
Sac’to 7-5-3- Children’s Celebration/
Gedatsu Kongo Birthday

Church Closed (Thanksgiving Holiday)

L.A. Archbishop Kishida Memorial Service
L.A. Church Clean-up

Sacramento Last Service of Year /
Archbishop Kishida Memorial Service

L.A. Last Service / Christmas Program
Church Closed

9|Page




4AE BEITEPE

w

i Oy o HLABE

Ay EILRAES

10:00A #HREBELE

, RENXHF
%ék%(ﬁ75}>H

YOS AY S

5 H (H) 10:00A

1M1 e () 9:00A j(?f—fﬁIJE =
BER

128 (A) 9:00A 141[@ & F X
REEEMIEER

198 (A) 1:00p H>/EREH=
268 (B) 9:30A R#Hi=z-J—TarILEER

4AE #S&EL

N ARMZEZSHIZH O,
BEWMIBEHFES=ODDLENTH S

ZOMFUIZ RIS D TS, HiIER FICidZ
FELEERAEXLONERLTEBY ., RUARE W
S>ThH, ZRVDEE, ENHE, HARER
S>TW5, LLEKIZ, Divbiudirize, 6
CZEREWD, KERATEZTWVWLDTHS,
Z LTEDERNITIE, AARRIT X ST, \En<
BHoRRMNK> TWb, At R RB&ERZ LT
59, BREMEIIAEE TWHEHLAR DT, AR S
FEFICERSTWDE LD 2%, B FF+
BT AV, @I/t R Z 8N TN ZERT
XDHDOTHD, FTRBMERANY Y RYEETE
A9, LT, BB HEFLUEL, 4
FROLAZICRNVEDE LD, 2212, HLE
B & IAEILR DR Z OO0 < @R H D,

AOBEEICHGESEEZHZE

KEfRR [EF X

E FTONEITHE Z Dkx 72BN, WITL

DEBENEFRLEZIT D L O 7 DI 5 HIEIC
SWNWTEIFHFELW-LET,

FHIX BERSY 3, 2OEEEZTFHOA
EETH LML, KRAKOEIEL EFFOET,

R H A —BlOBEMDIC . & HI2iE, KA
ROBITHHRORIZEH, MOBEENFELET,
PIZ J > TAIE SN FH O 2 IO EE DR
i L72WBEL RIS 0 £8 A,

JES EOBENGIEBROKIIE b, = NE%E
KT D A& ZOMDOEBIIH e ) NEEHA
TELNEDVOTT, bHLALVEERD D 2253
HDHLFRICE S TR ENTZABWET N, ZDOA
b DOINI—HHR LD T IRLTREE LEY
AUBELICAZBT L0 A,

AF?&L’CIELI/\ EETHIE, FHITS

TIEZ TLSAET WERE N O ERIRESL
R U CHERLIIE L EH A, WICH D S 2 KDTE )
THANT IR A ERFEHH L T NET,
MOBEZ 2 DA H 2T IXEETENRA
HErieZ LINTEET,

KFIZZ D LTeMOREEBEIIRK LI H WD T
HEWEREDITE UL, R & R > A%
RERWHOXFFHLTM I T Z &> TLENE
T, WICHEZERR L, eI AX D 2 ERERIC
72 DR O EAE IR DT,

%m:wﬁmm (27 5 EERATEY & 1T

EAIRBEDOTL X9,

FICRIAE THEM TERMNTHD Z &, #HEIC
WHTHT BV 3B 0 8L HREICEAT
WHZ L, BB CEECHETHDL L, BhE
B LETHCHTREHOLER>TND Z &,
ZOMIZHRLB T B D & BEFTR, RO
B NEDFRFER PIZEDPN TV D ERES, ik



DT X THOEEICN R ) BETHVITETH
5HEWVWZ ET,

BEEBZSHHLI L

* bt EFNTHLBUEICED LT, W

BUCFHIERREE, MUttt 2 0se K BR 72 Ek 2 72 B
R ESBREICE > THRICHIZOW T X 71
EBEMEIC Lo T, B2 HFITE O, Hlr o
HIER ENROONET, B2 ERBEND
BT Z EREHR L2V THEE(RL T
ﬁ_omt$mﬂ\§ﬁmﬁ®¢uﬁzﬁigﬂ\
Z DOWAEETRIC L o T, HERRIEDNRE S NAEH
SINDEITHRoTEET,

I LTERESEIEICL > THYD NMERNES
SHBNHEMLLTETCWETOT, b LENEER
O, EERMFIIM D HIZR S THODANAE L W
IEHEEALTEIZEWS 2 ETT, Kz, b L
LHNELSBELWRERRETH 570 61F, REI2
Mo TCHEDHEIIFERS-TLE-L-TWVELEWNWH ZET
TOTATICFELRTNERY THA,

%szi\ BEERICRI VA ENT=H DT

TOT, BORBEREMTWA L LD EE#MLTT

BHLTH, BNEVICR L TELERIZR -T2,
BIERNT 72 o720 AEAR R KEFFHBICHTENTL
£ DOTE, BEEHRDIT O NI DI REREE
T =% TNENDH TT,

SN GOBEHREREZ SO THOLO NN
ﬁﬁﬁw Il o TWVWAHDT, TOBIERRENT Z

ITREF LW LT,

% NEIZRIEA T 4 7 — 2 a UL E

¥, SRR ERKRUREITE R F5,
BIEEREGO-HOOLEEHDD Z LIS b
HOOBZREET 5 Z LN TEE L2 s
REHFLBITHMBIENEZ B ENTEDL LI
ROFET,OETHMETENSIETCWLEEEL X
Y. WHEDOBETEZLNLITENZLET,

# T |

- DBARREZIMNBRLL BYE LT
I 4 A 12 AABRAICY Y 5 A
a2 — T%%éhifﬂ

éﬁﬁkmmf
HiEShE9, 4 A
13 HIZ LA D> B IR [E,

DO

BnueHBLET, ¥ 7
TT4—3r) OFMTEY
BT T,

¢ HT— -a21—X-F¥>F2020IZDLT

M X, BERAF O 7 A 23 B (OK) ~26
HH)D3A4 H, H7 72 MR T125%
"5 20 ROFLFEEHRIZ THh~v—ea2— X -
Xy 7) ZRBELEST, 7AV DY - UR—
DT 7T 4 77 ER LB L | [ E LB
HEREIZ U, BENAH v 7= BIC K DEHIC
R E B DML OmN SN L iR
LD L DRI IMETED DS 2R L £
T, ZMFFERZFES LTI EEN,

SN TR CRmE OB b H Y 5, &
O BYFSATELOSINE T4 72 &0, 3

X, R—U Y -EBSAE CHEEE ES
VN, A—/L'7 K1 Z:patomita58 @gmail.com

I

o YU TRALIHE

SB. By -0q - T7XF

Ao (887%) (B E LTIE, 202042 A 19
H, ifikahE L,
ZZICHEATREMOEER LET,



* GEDATSU COMPANION

Vol.71 No.4 April 2020

The Gedatsu Companion is published
monthly for members like Senior Deacon
Jackson Ito, who has studied Gedatsu
since he was 10 years old. Following the
advice of Bishop Kishida, he integrated
his study of both the physical world and
science at Caltech with religious and
spiritual study through Gedatsu.

\
Since his retirement from his preeminent career as a rocket
scientist, Jackson is concentrating his efforts to lead fellow
members toward spiritual enlightenment.

Rev. Kazuo Yamada, Editor

Joyce Reid, Editor-in-Chief

Photographers: Kiyoko Hirayama, Arlene Okimura,
Yoko Yamada

Editorial contributors to this issue:

Senior Deacon Jackson Ito, Rev. Naoya Okano,

Bishop Teruo Okano, Mica Rodriguez, Rev. Hisakazu Taki,
Calvin Tanaka, Pauline Tomita

(Daily Life — Continued from page 5)

and that religion has nothing to do with their daily life.

Gedatsu Kongo respected priests and monks, but he
aimed to establish a religious study for everyone to
practice through their daily life. He strongly believed
that this should be the genuine religion.

Gedatsu Kongo stated: “Gedatsu may be treated like
an amateur religion by professional priests. But how
much sincere courage and power do they have to

make the best of religious truth? My heart’s desire is
to rebuild all the families in the world with Gedatsu.”

Gedatsu Kongo believed that it is the foundation of
our happiness and prosperity to respect and thank
God and ancestors for their blessings.

NONFPROAT CRG
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In our Gedatsu prayer, we say, “I shall reciprocate the
profound and immeasurable blessings | receive from
my country ... my parents . .. my teachers . . . society
... and all creation in the universe.”

When we live each day with this spirit and do our
best through our daily duties, we can enjoy
happiness. At the same time, we can contribute to
our country and work toward world peace.

This is the path of Gedatsu. We should be fully aware

of this great dream of Gedatsu that our founder,
Gedatsu Kongo, possessed.

(Next issue: Respect Tradition and Live Creatively)



