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Gedatsu Kongo’s
Thought for the Month

“Another name for ‘Life’ should be
‘Spirit of Mutual Help.””

The global coronavirus
pandemic is forcing the world to
realize that people everywhere are
closely connected with each other,
regardless of history, culture,
tradition, ideology, language, etc.

In this sense, this pandemic
is truly significant.

Global issues, such as
environmental pollution and global
warming, demonstrate that our
planet Earth is a living organism.
However, because of the egoism of
individual countries, cooperation
and unity among nations have
hindered efforts to collectively
solve these problems.

It is hoped that our
combined experience of this global
pandemic will enable us to rise
above national egoism and to take
steps toward mutual cooperation.

UPDATE ON GEDATSU CHURCH ACTIVITIES AND COVID-19

To safeguard the health and safety of our members and the
public, our Gedatsu churches in Los Angeles and Sacramento
remain closed. All in-person services continue to be suspended
until further notice.

In addition, to ensure the health and safety of our members,
volunteers and the public, we announce the following changes
to upcoming church events:

e Our Fall Grand Festival in Sacramento will be observed in
September, but without attendance by members.
Services will be conducted by ministers, aided by a
handful of participants.

o A scaled-back Saito Goma Fire Ceremony will be
conducted, similar to the modified ceremony that
was held in June. No personal Saito Goma plaques
will be thrown.

o The Gedatsu Memorial Tower Service will be
conducted by ministers for the enshrinement of new
souls. The service will be repeated for the families of
the newly enshrined souls and congregation at a
future time when it is safe to assemble.

e Our annual Autumn Moon Festival fundraiser, scheduled
for October in Los Angeles, is canceled.

e News concerning other upcoming local services and
activities will be announced by your branch church.



NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Gedatsu Companion Newsletter Changes

In this year of unprecedented changes, we ask our
readers to adjust to a few more:

e This August issue is the last issue to contain
Japanese-language pages. With the departure of
my trusted co-editor, Rev. Kazuo Yamada (see
article below), the two Japanese pages will be
dropped. We regret this loss for our Japanese
readers and hope that periodicals published by
Gedatsu-kai Japan will fill the void.

Thank you, Rev. Yamada, for your many years as
editor of the Gedatsu Companion!

e Beginning with the September issue, Gedatsu
Companion will become an 8-page publication,
reduced from the usual 12 pages.

e Also beginning with the next issue, our monthly
Offerings page will no longer list the names and
donation amounts of individual donors.

Thank you for your continued support and readership.

Joyce Reid
Editor-in-Chief

Yamadas Say Farewell to States, “Aloha” to Hawaii
As he announced earlier this year, Sacramento minister,
Rev. Kazuo Yamada, and his wife, Yoko, will be
transferring to Honolulu in late August to serve the
members of Gedatsu Church of Hawaii, who have been
without a resident minister since last fall.

Rev. Yamada concludes his ten-year ministerial term,
after having served six and a half years in Los Angeles and
three and half years in Sacramento. During those years,
the Yamadas created warm and lasting friendships among
the members, who will deeply miss the couple. Hawaiian
members are eager to welcome the Yamadas back to
Hawaii, where Rev. Yamada served as resident minister
for five and a half years prior to serving in the States.

Read Rev. Yamada’s farewell message on page 6.

Participate from Home in Online
August “Never Forgotten”
Memorial Services

“Never Forgotten” Memorial Services are held monthly
by the Gedatsu Church to honor the memory of those
who have passed away during that particular month.

Because our churches are currently closed, our “Never
Forgotten” services are conducted online, enabling you
to participate by praying from home.

The services are video-recorded and viewable at the time
of each service on the Gedatsu YouTube site:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIbbFt3XLuWin8 O
GPmifGw. The videos will remain viewable from the
date and time of each service.

The Sacramento Spiritual Center will hold its “Never
Forgotten” Memorial Service on Sunday, August 2, at
10 a.m., honoring the souls of Mitsu Ito, Nobuyoshi
Ito, Katherine Kazuye Sato, George Nakayama, Konami
Ide, Toshio Ide, Kuma Kotabe Ide, Rinpei Kino, Kiyota
Mishima, Shirley Nakamoto Hughley, Yoshiye Ide Obu
and W. Royal Domingo.

The Los Angeles Church will hold its “Never Forgotten”
Memorial Service on Sunday, August 9, at 10 a.m.,
honoring the souls of Masaru Akiyoshi, Mankichi
Arakawa, Masako Azama, Mario Boras, Toku Dyson,
William Ishibashi, Shige Ishida, Mitsu Ito, Nobuyoshi
Ito, Kimiyo Kikuta, Masaru Kikuta, Sumishichi Kikuta,
Kazuo Kumashiro, Shoji Kusumoto, Haku Michigami,
Glenn Mizuki, Jim Nakamura, Toku Nishi, Masakazu
Oishi, Umeko Sasano, Shizuye Shiroishi, Kijiro Taniguchi,
Yuki Tanji, Nora AyakoToguchi, Chohei Tomita and
Tomoe Toyama.

Now ... Donate Online!

~ Donations to the Gedatsu Church can
i now be made online on our website:
e www.gedatsu-usa.org.
s e

Read more about online giving under
Special Announcements on page 9.
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AROUND OUR CHURCH
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HATS OFF TO 2020 GRADUATES!
< ™

We are very proud of you and excited to see you
continue to grow. May your futures be filled with
success and happiness!

Even though our members cannot honor them in
person, our 11 new graduates — from elementary
school to doctorates — are recognized with

congratulatory gift cards and certificates, sponsored by

their Sunday Schools.

Join us in celebrating the accomplishments of the
following outstanding students.

Sacramento Spiritual Center

S |

-

|

Lto R: Avery Bri-dgham, Courtney Ide, Brianna Prescott

Avery Bridgham, 14, is the daughter of Nikki and Phil
Bridgham and the granddaughter of Margie
Fukushima. Avery graduated from middle school
(Certificate of Academic Achievement) and will enter
high school in the fall, with future plans to go to
college. Her hobbies include singing, dancing and
musical theater. She enjoys traveling and the beach.

Courtney Ide, 21, is the daughter of Penny and Dave
Ide and granddaughter of Reiko and Buster Ide. She
graduated from California State University,
Sacramento (Magna Cum Laude) with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Anthropology. A Sacramento Kings fan,
Courtney enjoys baking, cooking and traveling.

Brianna Prescott, 14, is the daughter of Allison Horner
and granddaughter of Nancy and John Horner. She
graduated from middle school and will enter high
school in the fall, with future plans of earning a
Master’s degree. Brianna enjoys art and swimming.

Los Angeles Gedatsu Church

\ = |
L to R: Mia Olivia Hayashi, Kayla Hirayama, Kayla Kim

73

Olrmos, Sarh Shaklan

L to R: Andrew Isao Shiroishi, Holly Shiroishi

Mia Olivia Hayashi, 14, is the daughter of Lisa and
Rick Hayashi and the granddaughter of June and Ted
Hayashi. Holly graduated from the 8" grade (Honor
Roll, Student Ambassador) and will be attending high
school in the fall. She has plans to go to college and
enter the medical field. She enjoys sports, friends,
TikTok and puppies.

Kayla Hirayama, 17, is the daughter of Janet
Hirayama and granddaughter or Minae and Mitsuji
Okada. She graduated from high school and will be
attending Mt. San Antonio College in pursuit of a
career in radiology technology. Her hobbies include
painting, cooking and baking.

Kayla Kim, 14, is the daughter of Karen and Brad Kim
and granddaughter of Marian and Victor Mizokami.
Kayla graduated from 8" grade (honor roll, California
Junior Scholarship Federation) and will enter high
school with sights on a career in fashion design. She
enjoys competitive dance and show choir, art and
baking.

(Continued on page 4)
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AROUND OUR CHURCH

OUR GEDATSU STUDY

(2020 Graduates — continued from page 3)

Mason Mizokami, 10, is the son of Jenny and Steve
Mizokami and grandson of Marian and Victor
Mizokami. Mason graduated from 5% grade and will
enter middle school in the fall. His heroes are
“Mommy and Daddy,” and he enjoys dinosaurs, Star
Wars and playing video games.

Savannah Olmos, 18, is the daughter of Adrian and
Jaime Olmos and granddaughter of Tony Sanchez.
Savannah graduated from high school and will enter
college in the fall with plans to become a certified
EMT and eventually a firefighter. She has a passion
for dance, especially hip hop, and enjoys spending
time with her family at Disneyland.

Sarah Shaklan, 21, is the daughter of Pam and Stuart
Shaklan and granddaughter of Arlene and Rudy
Tsujimura. Sarah graduated from University of
Washington with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Public
Health and minors in Women’s Studies and Diversity.
She plans to enter graduate school and law school
next year, potentially leading to a career in the public
health sector. Her hobbies include student
government, shopping, travel and spending time with
friends and family.

Andrew Isao Shiroishi, 28, is the son of Uzuko and
Allen Shiroishi and the grandson of the late Sayo and
Pat Shiroishi. Andrew graduated from USC School of
Pharmacy with a Doctorate degree in Pharmacy.
Andrew enjoys going bouldering, top-roping and long
hikes. He likes interacting with dogs and cats because
of their colorful personalities.

Holly Shiroishi, 25, is the daughter of Gail and Scott
Shiroishi and granddaughter of the late Shizuye and
Terry Shiroishi. Holly graduated from Roseman
University of Health Sciences with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Nursing and looks forward to a
nursing career. Her hobbies are running, drawing and
playing with her dog. She considers her parents her
heroes.

Congratulations to our outstanding 2020 graduates!

<

Gedatsu Q&A -2
By Rev. Hisakazu Taki

Q What does it mean to believe in the Gedatsu
faith?

A You may think religious faith is not necessary for
you — that only weak people believe in religion.

When things go smoothly, we may naturally feel
that we can do whatever we want and live without
any help. Itis only when we encounter difficulties
that we may feel powerless and pray for help.

Actually, we are allowed to live by receiving
immeasurable blessings from many people and
many things in the universe, but we are unaware of
these blessings.

Think about your everyday life. You eat meals,
drink water, breathe the air, and receive sunlight
every day. Your life is sustained by receiving those
elements from the universe. Without them, you
cannot live for even a single moment. Your heart,
stomach, kidney, lungs are working constantly,
even when you are sleeping at night. But the
working of those internal organs is not controlled
by your will. We are all allowed to exist by the
Universal Life Force. This awareness will lead us to
live a happy and meaningful life.

Through the Gedatsu study, we become aware of
the great blessings we receive from all people and
all things in the universe. We then feel grateful for
their blessings. This sense of appreciation is the
foundation of a prosperous and meaningful life. To
believe in Gedatsu doesn’t mean to be bound by
any doctrines and ideologies. By learning Gedatsu,
we free ourselves from egotistical thoughts and
become aware that we are interconnected with the
universe.

(Continued on page 5)
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OUR GEDATSU STUDY

Q Itissaid that Gedatsu is a study, rather than
areligion. Please explain.

A Gedatsu is a non-sectarian religious study.

Founder Gedatsu Kongo stated, “Gedatsu has no
national boundary. Gedatsu goes beyond creed,
and is equal to all people, regardless of any races
and nationalities.”

He also said, “The Path of God is but one. The
universe is unified by one law.”

This is our Founder’s basic thought on Gedatsu.
Please open your eyes widely and look up at the
sky. You’ll then be aware that there is no
partition in the sky. The universe is a boundless
world, which allows all living things to exist. You
may call it God or any other name. But name
doesn’t matter. What is important is to be
actually aware that the universe is a boundless
world of life.

There have been many religions in the world.
When you see their doctrines and rituals, they
may look different and sometimes mutually
exclusive. But, when you look into them more
closely, you’ll be able to see a common ground
among them, which is universal. When you have
this insight and understanding, there should be no
conflicts among different religions.

We should respect other religions and cooperate
with each other for people’s happiness. This is
our goal to study Gedatsu. When you show depth
in your faith and widen your views, you will be
released from sectarianism and will see a
boundless world of religion.

Through the Gedatsu study, your understanding
of other values and religions will be deepened.
This will be your personal step toward world
peace.

Q What is enshrined in the Gedatsu altar?

A In the Gedatsu altar, three primary symbols of our
reverence are enshrined: Universal Life Force (center),
Creative Principle (on the left), and Founder Gedatsu
Kongo (on the right).

The Universal Life Force permeates the universe and is
the very source of all life. It creates and nurtures all
living things and controls natural phenomena, including
the movement of celestial bodies, the seasonal
transitions and our bodily functions.

The infinite and inexhaustible Creative Principle
represents the life substance behind all forms and
allows the universe to carry on its activities without
interruption. While the varied species of life may differ,
they all derive their life from this one Creative Principle.

The Universal Life Force and the Creative Principle
cannot be separated. They are one in essence.

Founder Gedatsu Kongo established the Gedatsu path
for everyone’s happiness.

By offering sincere prayer to these three primary
symbols in the Gedatsu altar, we show our respect to
the very source of our life and the spiritual guide of our
life, and express appreciation and gratitude.
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PERSONAL REFLECTION

Dawn Breaks — A New Phase Begins
By Rev. Kazuo Yamada

In late August, Yoko and | will leave Gedatsu
Church U.S.A and transfer to Gedatsu Church of Hawaii.

Nearly 10 years ago, we moved to the L.A.
Church in October 2010. Yoko and | feel that this last
decade — during which we have fully shared life’s joys
and disappointments together with all of you — has
been a precious treasure and source of pride for our
souls. We can never express our appreciation enough
for the great blessing this has been for us.

It has been a half a year, since the "stay at
home" directive was issued due to COVID-19. This
means that it has been six months since | lost the
opportunity to speak in front of you. While this
saddens me, | feel, at the same time, a new positivity —
as if a new dawn were breaking, signaling the
beginning of a new phase for our church.

Envisioning my purpose and goal

For two years, before | was appointed resident
minister in the U.S. church, | traveled back and forth
between the Los Angeles Church and Tokyo
headquarters. Inthose days, | was blessed with
opportunities to receive spiritual messages from the
late Archbishop Eizan Kishida through my Goho-
shugyo practice at the L.A. Church.

One day, Archbishop’s spirit said to me, "The
current members think only of themselves. No one
thinks of the Gedatsu Church."

Immediately after | received this message from
him, | realized what | was required to do in the United
States. | clearly saw my purpose and my task ahead.
The goal | envisioned was to have the members run this
church as their own, standing on their own feet.

As resident minister, | immediately set to work
on improving various areas, but | found myself
constantly struggling, mainly due to my inability to
communicate well in English.

In the summer of 2011, Archbishop Kishida gave
me the following advice: "If you are sincere in
continuing your efforts, a good collaborator will appear
in front of you in the near future."

Rev. Yamada with Joyce Reid

It was then that | met Mrs. Joyce Reid, who had
come from Texas to attend the Fall Festival in
Sacramento. The moment | saw her, | was intuitively
convinced that she was the "collaborator" Archbishop
Kishida foretold of.

| have been helped by Joyce ever since. First,
Joyce implemented innovations to our church
newsletter, and the renewed monthly Companion
began spreading a mood and spirit of positivity and
innovation to all members of the church.

And organizationally, since the establishment of
our regional boards, and the introduction of various
new events and activities, the running of our church is
now being planned and carried out by the members
themselves.

Anniversary in Reno with Sacramento members and friends.

(Continued on back page)
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PERSONAL REFLECTION

“May peace reign over the world and
all the people enjoy prosperity and happiness.”

By Joy Sebe

| grew up on the Gochi Sanctuary in
Sacramento. | rode my red bike, which | shared with my
sister, around the grounds. | loved watching tadpoles
transforming into tiny frogs in the pond surrounding
Benzaiten. | dug up the clay-like dirt on the side of the
basketball court to make little pots that baked in the
hot sun. Year after year, | watched the cycles of busy
festivals in which the property was bustling with people,
the quiet clean-up and the periods when it was only me
and my family.

As a child, | also experienced how ignorant the
people outside of the church were. When |
accompanied my mom to the grocery store, | saw the
condescending ways in which store clerks and everyday
people spoke to her. Theirimpatience and frustration
when she spoke with an accent and their assumption
that she wasn’t as smart as she was because they didn’t
hear it in the way she talked. | saw how it made my
mother quieter and apologetic.

| remember on multiple occasions, mattresses
and large pieces of trash dumped on the church
property. | answered phone calls and listened to phone
messages from angry or ignorant people who did not
like that we were a non-Christian church. | remember
one day when my dad asked me to go to our house and
stay inside until he returned. He and Miki Sensei went
to scrub graffiti on Rokujizo, and | still don’t know what
it said. The black fence around the property went up to
keep the property, and maybe us, safer.

Since | was a child and perhaps because of my
experiences, | was so happy that Gedatsu welcomed
people of all backgrounds and faiths. During my
childhood and into my teen years, | absorbed some key
themes from the Gedatsu teachings. One of these
teachings was the emphasis on respect and
appreciation for our pioneers. | saw the love with which
Gedatsu members cared for their elder family members,
the prayers we offered for deceased members and
pioneers for their sacrifices.

Alongside the prayers for family, | saw an
appreciation of Native American spirits on the Amacha
Kuyo stupa and in the explanation of the Gedatsu

Above, Joy and older
sister, Delphine, next to
the house they grew up
in — and their shared
tricycle.

Left, the Sebe Family
with the girls’ swing
set, located next to the
Tenjinchigi Shrine near
Rev. Sebe's current
house.

Gedatsu Memorial Tower. During the Saito Goma
ceremony, | saw wooden plaques offered to express
appreciation to Native and African American spirits and
thrown into the bonfire. Within our Prayer Book, we
also “pray for all spirits and their peaceful rest.”

What does it look like to express appreciation to
ancestral spirits of our nation?

| think that most of us can agree that a key part
of Gedatsu is to express appreciation to our ancestors,
who came before us and allow us to live our current
comfortable lives.

However, our ancestors are not just our great
grandparents and family, who are connected by blood
or marriage. Our ancestors include the Native people
whose land we now live on, who experienced a
systematic genocide, whose children were taken from
them and whose languages and cultures were
suppressed. They include African slaves who built our
nation for free and were treated less than animals. Our
ancestors include generations of African American
descendants who have survived policies that were
designed to keep them poor, powerless and feared.
Our ancestors have a history of resistance and
resilience. They continue to rise to celebrate their
cultures and traditions.

(Continued on page 8)
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(May peace reign — continued from page 7)

Given all that has happened to our collective
ancestors, is it enough just to pray for their peaceful
rest? No, we first start by educating ourselves, so we
learn about the suffering and beauty of our ancestors
and to develop context for our prayers.

Do we teach our children about the Japanese
American Internment Camps and what their
grandparents and great grandparents experienced when
they first came to the U.S.? Do we teach our children
about the hardship and discrimination their family
members experienced so that they have a greater
appreciation for their lives? If we do, we must also learn
for ourselves and teach our children about our Native
and Black ancestors and the centuries of institutionalized
racism they have and continue to experience.

There are many ways to learn, but Ava
Duvernay’s documentary “13” on Netflix and ljeoma
Oluo’s “So You Want to Talk About Race” are good places
to start. | have shared more resources (at right).

Thank you for sharing this time with me and |
hope that this is the beginning of a conversation we can
have as a Gedatsu community.

In our Prayer Book, we say ““May peace reign
over the world and all the people enjoy prosperity and
happiness.” | hope that we can start or continue
learning about our nation’s history and ancestors with
peace, prosperity and happiness for all people, including
our institutionally marginalized people, in mind. (Our
Japanese ministers are starting by learning about and
discussing Black History amongst each other.)

If you have time, | would appreciate learning
how my thoughts were received. Perhaps, you saw
yourself in parts of it, would like to share something with
me, or you disagree with me. | welcome and would

appreciate all of your feedback: joysebe@gmail.com.

With much love to you and your family,
Joy

A Place to Start: Books and Films about Racism

Books:

e ljeoma Oluo -- So You Want to Talk About Race

e |bram X. Kendi -- How to be Antiracist, Stamped
from the Beginning, and Stamped

e Howard Zinn — A People’s History of the United
States

e Robin DiAngelo — White Fragility

e Michelle Alexander -- The New Jim Crow: Mass
Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness

e Elizabeth Hinton -- From the War on Poverty to
the War on Crime: The Making of Mass
Incarceration in America

e Paul Butler -- Chokehold

e Andrea Ritchie -- Invisible No More: Police
Violence Against Black Women and Women of
Color

e George Takei — They Called Us Enemy

e Report of the Commission on Wartime
Relocation and Internment of Civilians —
Personal Justice Denied

e Nikkei for Civil Rights and Redress — The
Grassroots Struggle for Japanese American
Redress and Reparations

Films and Documentaries:

e Ava Duvernay -- Selma and 13th

e Saabah Folayan -- Whose Streets?

e PBS-Slavery by Another Name

e Vox— Why all Americans should celebrate
Juneteenth

e NowThis -- Diary Reveals Reality of Living in a
WWII Japanese Internment Camp

e Konrad Aderer — Resistance at Tule Lak

Joy Sebe is the daughter of Senior Reverend Akira Sebe and
the late Sumiko Sebe. She and her husband, Jason Detwiler,
live in Seattle, Wash., with their sons, Noah and Nathan. Joy
runs the Advocacy and Civic Engagement Program for a
nonprofit, Open Doors for Multicultural Families, that engages
and partners with culturally and linguistically diverse
individuals with disabilities and their families.
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JUNE 2020 OFFERINGS

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

$5-$49: M/M D. Tsuboi

$50-$99: K. Gibson

$100+: M/M Detwiler/Sebe

$300+: M/M K. Yamada, A. Cool, M/M J. Horner

Special Acknowledgment
M/M Dan Harada  Appreciation to Mother Kiyota ($500)

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

$5-$49: M. Nakamura, A. Okimura

$50-$99: M/M V. Mizokami, J. Mizutani, T. Nakamura,
M/M H. Tsujimura

$100+: M/M N. Chodor, M/M M. Hamada, M/M K. Kuritani,
Y. Oishi, M. Okada, M/M N. Okano, M/M P. Reid,

M/M R. Tsujimura, R. Wakasa

$200+: D. Shiroishi

Special Acknowledgment
N. Gonzalez/R. Rivera Special donation ($500)

J. Mukai Appreciation for new job ($100)
M/M S. Mukai Appreciation for Jeff’s new job ($100)
M/M S. Mukai “Never Forgotten” Manabu Mukai ($100)

M/M M. Hamada  “Never Forgotten” for Ben Toguchi and
Harry Arakawa ($150)

Kaku/Mahoney Family “Never Forgotten”Mitsuko Kaku ($100)

M. Kimura “Never Forgotten” service ($100)

T. Murakami “Never Forgotten” Fusako Murakami ($100)

NOTE: Beginning next month with the September issue of
the Gedatsu Companion, monthly offerings will no longer
list names of donors and donation amounts.

2020 UPCOMING EVENTS

Events and Services Suspended

Because all regularly scheduled events and services are
suspended until further notice, the list of Upcoming
Events will be published after regular events and
services resume.

As situations change, watch for announcements from
your regional board concerning services and activities at
your local church.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Now ... Donate Online!

Your Gedatsu Church is pleased to offer you a new way
to donate that is convenient, easy and secure.
Donations can now be made online — from your home or
work —on your laptop, tablet or cellphone.

You have the option of donating by credit card or
ACH/bank payments, making one-time gifts or recurring
payments, designating general or special offerings and
lots more. Email and printable receipts are
automatically generated. You can pay your membership
dues, too, by going to the Members page on the site.

Just go to the Give page on the church website at
www.gedatsu-usa.org to get started.

Get DVD of Church Videos, Online Communications

Don’t have a computer or internet access? You can still
watch the church’s latest YouTube videos of sermons
and services (like the “Never Forgotten” services). Just
ask Rev. Naoya at the L.A. Church to mail you a DVD
containing current digital communications.

Help Gedatsu Grow on Social Media

Hey, Gedatsu Family! Stay connected, support and
share. Check us out at:

Twitter https://twitter.com/GedatsuFaith

Instagram https://www.instagram.com/gedatsuchurch usa/
Facebook

LA https://www.facebook.com/GedatsuLA

Sacramento https://www.facebook.com/GedatsuUSA

Like and share with your family and friends. Interact
with us by sharing your thoughts, feedback and ideas of
content you'd like to see. Spread the love!
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The Gedatsu Companion is published
monthly for members like Sam Okimura of
the Los Angeles Gedatsu Church. Sam was
introduced to Gedatsu through his older
brother, Tom. A widower and retired
carpenter by trade, Sam keeps busy with a
number of hobbies and creative interests.

When his beloved Japanese pine tree died, he cut it up to
create a number of artistic sculptures. He loves to keep fit at
the gym and at home, cook barbecue and entertain his grown
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Rev. Kazuo Yamada, Editor

Joyce Reid, Editor-in-Chief

Kiyoko Hirayama, Arlene Okimura, Yoko Yamada,
Photographers

Editorial contributors to this issue:

Cookie Barthel, Marylin Nakamura, Rev. Naoya Okano,
Arlene Okimura, Sam Okimura, Minister-trainee Mica
Rodriguez, Joy Sebe, Deacon Jo Ann Shiroishi, Rev. Hisakazu
Taki, Calvin Tanaka, Deacon June Tanaka

(Dawn Breaks — continued from page 6 )

Last year, the efforts, dedication, and
teamwork by the members culminated in a brilliant
achievement: the successful celebration of the
milestone 70th Anniversary of Gedatsu Church USA.
This remains one of the most joyful and unforgettable
experiences for me.

Signs of a dynamic new phase

In various ways, our church is much
improved today. Now, in the Los Angeles and
Sacramento churches, Rev. Naoya and Minister-
trainee Mica are demonstrating their creative young
power and energy. | have every confidence that they
will spiritually lead our U.S. churches in ways that will
enable our Gedatsu teaching to shine.

And our church officers and leaders are
running this church as their own, putting forth their
effort, and standing on their own feet. When the
leaders of the church unite and see a clear vision and
goal, it naturally opens the way for further dynamic
development and advancement. Although our church
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services are not currently being held, our church
leaders in Los Angeles and Sacramento continue to
work in new and creative ways to engage and keep
members informed and supported.

| believe that behind our progress and
advances, we have received help and support from the
invisible world — which continues as we put forth our
full effort to help ourselves and others.

Yoko and | will never forget the many
memorable and fun moments — as well as valuable
challenges — we’ve experienced in our years in
California. They are our treasures.

We extend our sincere appreciation to each
one of you. God bless you!



